
Mostafa Abuseada, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

Solar-Thermal Production of Hydrogen and Graphite

Nathaniel Anderson, HEALTH POLICY AND MANAGEMENT 

Measuring Child Well-Being Among the U.S. Population

Shomik Ati, PHYSIOLOGICAL SCIENCE

Sex Differences in Feeding Behavior

Rajashree Bhattacharya, MATERIALS SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

New Materials for Fuses that Work in Space

Ashley Binnquist, PSYCHOLOGY

Cross-Ideological Communication

Toni Boltz, HUMAN GENETICS 

Can a Drop of Blood Predict Your Risk for Mental Illness? 

Jonathan Brand, BIOENGINEERING 

Spatially Selective Vagus Nerve Stimulation

Elizabeth Burnette, NEUROSCIENCE

What E.Coli Endotoxin Can Tell Us About Addiction

Lauren Chiang, EDUCATION

Time Is Not Money - The Relationship Between Parental Stress  
and Family Resources

Michael Fischella, GEOGRAPHY

Investigating Ecogeomorphic Interactions in Drylands:   
Aeolian Processes

Ashley Fletcher, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING

Quantum Biology:  Understanding How Quantum Phenomena 
Affect Our Everyday Lives

Yifan Gao, CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Mighty But Mini Particles Can Clean the World

Poorva Garg, COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Model Your World

Ishani Ghosh, EAST ASIAN STUDIES

Complexities of Appropriation

Jacob Green, HISTORY

Anesthesia and Religious Experience

Lance Hall, PUBLIC HEALTH

Deeper Stories, Better Outcomes

Mariana Harris, BIOMATHEMATICS 
Detecting Adaptation in Genomic Data

William Hayes, MANAGEMENT

Kelvi’s Digital Transformation

Rosemary He, COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Graph Embedding Methods to Study Neural Degeneration  
in Alzheimer’s Patients

Rachel Hodge, MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 

Spilling Your Guts

Pavan Holur, ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

Conspiracy Theories and How to Find Them

Shruti Indiresan, CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Wetlands and Wildfires:  How Microbes Maintain Balance

Yash Jain, ORAL BIOLOGY 
Is Your Jaw Decaying?

Jacob Kohlhepp, ECONOMICS

Why Do We Do What We Do?

Breona Leonard, PHYSICS AND BIOLOGY IN MEDICINE 
Adaptive Radiotherapy:  Artificial Intelligence and the Prostate

Briley Lewis, ASTRONOMY AND ASTROPHYSICS 

Finding Planets in a Forest of Speckles

Sangmin Lim, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

Bacteria Robot Simulation:  Helping Nanobots in Precision Medicine

Mary Jo Madda, EDUCATION

The Science Behind Bad PowerPoints:  Why No One Remembers 
What You Said

Thomas Newhall, ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

Buddhism as a Way of Life

Ashton Pemberton, EDUCATION

The Color of Accusal:  Black Men’s Perceptions of Intraracial Sexual Violence

Collin Roberts, MATERIALS SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
Everything is Made of Something:  Titanium, Computers, and the Future

Kelsi Rutledge, BIOLOGY

The Fluid Dynamics of Smell: A Stingray’s Perspective

Kshitija Shah, CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Zero Waste (Water Treatment)!

Deepak Singla, BIOENGINEERING 
Walking aka Gait Cycle:  Can it Help in Parkinson’s Disease?

Samantha Stein, ANTHROPOLOGY

Calling Bologna in Biomedical Research

Jessie Stoolman, ANTHROPOLOGY

Black and Jewish: The Social Life of Archives in North Africa

Graham Straus, POLITICAL SCIENCE

What are the Effects of Two Party Competition in the United States?

Phillip Sundin, BIOSTATISTICS 

Stepped Wedge Designs:  Stair Climbers of Clinical Trials

Katherine Taylor-Hasty, ARCHITECTURE

These are Monuments Too

Brandon Tsai, HUMAN GENETICS 
Breaking the Rules to Fight Cancer

Judah Van Zandt, ASTRONOMY AND ASTROPHYSICS 
Finding the Connection Between Close-In Small Planets and Distant Giants

Paul Vander, MOLECULAR, CELLULAR, AND INTEGRATIVE PHYSIOLOGY

Suspended Animation as Medicine - Science or Fiction?

Jenna Wahbeh, BIOENGINEERING 
Total Disc Replacements:  How Can We Better Help the Patient?

Junbo Wang, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
CubeSat Antennas Connecting Humanity:  Towards a Better World  
for Everyone

Ziqi Wang, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 

ViWatch:  A Robust Smartwatch Interaction Interface Using  
On-body Tapping

Tanner Waters, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
Unlocking Our Ocean’s Secrets Through Fish Dandruff

Kyle Winterboer, PUBLIC POLICY

Seeds of Consolidation: From the Farm to the City

Sihwan Yang, ECONOMICS

Dominant Currency Paradigm with Input-Output Linkage

Nicole Zeltser, HUMAN GENETICS 
How Much Do Your Genetics Impact Your Health?

Icy Zhang, PSYCHOLOGY

Watching a Hands-On Activity Improves Students’ Understanding of 
the Shuffle Function in R

2022 GRAD SLAM COMPETITORS

Follow @UCLAgradschool 
#GradSlam #UCLAGradSlam



CASH SPONSORS
Randi Greenberg, UCLA Women & Philanthropy 
Jerome Greenberg, Clinical Professor of Medicine, David Geffen School of Medicine
Charlie Steinmetz, Alumni, Anderson School of Management ‘77
STARTUP UCLA 
UCLA STORE

HOSTS
Susan L. Ettner, Dean of Graduate Education, Graduate Division; Professor, Dept. of 
Medicine, Division of General Internal Medicine and Health Services Research
Professor, Dept. of Health Policy and Management
Kristen McKinney, Chief of Staff/Chief Financial Officer, Graduate Division
Musibau Francis Jimoh, President, UCLA Graduate Students Association;  
Doctoral Student, Materials Science and Engineering

GRADUATE DIVISION GRAD SLAM TEAM
Peter Clowes, System Network Administrator, Information Technology & Institutional Research
Ivy Ebuen, Manager, Operations & External Relations 
Christopher Sosa, Operations Specialist
Jacqueline Suero, Operations Specialist
Samantha Tagoe, Events & Engagement Specialist
Pauline Paulino, Student Assistant 
Estrella Torres, Student Assistant

WORKSHOP TRAINERS, COACHES AND FACILITATORS
Nyasha Maforo, Ph.D., Biomedical Physics (1st Place, 2019) 
Sarah (Hersman) Stankowicz, Ph.D., Neuroscience IDP, Psychology (3rd Place,  
     Audience Choice, 2015) 
Joey Lao, Engineering Management (3rd Place, 2018)
Marissa Stevens, Programs & Admin. Manager, Humanities Administrative Grp (1st Place, 2018) 
Mengwei Ko, Ph.D., Biochemistry, Molecular, and Structural Biology (Audience Choice, 2019)
Allison Daly, Ph.D., Molecular Biology (2nd Place, 2019)
Kelsey Duff, Prof. & Career Devt Portfolio Manager, UCLA Campus Human Resources
Anousheh Shayestehpour, Director, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at UCLA
David Fuller, Training Consultant, UCLA Campus Human Resources

JUDGES
Laura Abrams, Professor, Luskin School of Public Affairs
Nicole Bramstedt, Alumni; Legislative Counsel, Luskin School of Public Affairs
Dana Cairns Watson, Continuing Lecturer, Writing Programs and Electrical & Computer Eng.
Abdallah Daboussi, Senior Transportation Planner, Events and Transportation
Seth Dorfman, Assistant Researcher, UCLA Physics and Astronomy
Linda Ercoli, Health Sciences Clinical Professor, David Geffen School of Medicine
Ross Fenimore, Administrative Analyst, Graduate Division Fellowships and Financial Serv.
Leon Ferder, Librarian Emeritus
Monroe Gorden, Vice Chancellor, Student Affairs; Alumni, Political Science (’93)
Kari Graham, Alumni; Integrated Product Team Lead, Aerospace
Jerome Greenberg, Clinical Professor; David Geffen School of Medicine; Alumni, Biology (’78)
Randi Greenberg, Emeritus Staf; Women & Philanthropy at UCLA
Daniel Kaufman, Professor, Molecular and Medical Pharmacology
Kelly Kistner, Asst Director, Undergraduate Research Center, Humanities, Arts, & Social Sciences
Jenny Lee, Alumni; Case Manager, Graduate Division
Marissa Lopez, Associate Dean, Graduate Division
Pamela Miller, Alumni; Senior Nurse Scientist, Center for Nursing Excellence
Mithun Mitra, Assistant Project Scientist, Molecular, Cell, and Developmental Biology
Stewart Moses, Retired Former Director of Space Science and Exploration, Northrup Grumman
Amy Mutchnick, Director of Academic Affairs, Economics
Alexander Patananan, Medical Communications Manager, Biochemistry and Biochemistry
Jennifer Pike, Associate Professor, Psychiatry
Brian Stefans, Professor, Department of English
Charlie Steinmetz, President, Steinmetz Foundation; Alumni, Anderson Sch of Management (’77)
Richard Tran, Alumni; Operations Research Analyst, Statistics
Kelly Wahl, Interim Assistant Dean, UCLA Summer Sessions

EVENT STAFF/VOLUNTEERS
Anna Ahearn, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research 
Tom Bailey, Graduate Division, Academic and Postdoctoral Services
Maura Chamu, Graduate Division, Diversity, Inclusion, and Admissions
Ethan Chong, Graduate Division, Budget & Personnel
Cherie Francis, Graduate Division, Fellowships & Financial Services
Francesca Gacho, Graduate Division, Graduate and Postdoctoral Success
Kelsey Heider, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research
Reid Johnson, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research
Eli Levy, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research
Briana Muñoz-Flores, Graduate Division, Graduate and Postdoctoral Success
Paris McDonald, Graduate Division, Office of the Dean
Tammi Monsanto-Eddie, Graduate Division, Budget & Personnel
Ralph Monasterio, Graduate Division, Graduate Division, Fellowships & Financial Services 
Maianh Nguyen, Graduate Division, Budget & Personnel
Elias Rodriguez, Graduate Division, Academic and Postdoctoral Services
Erika Salazar, Graduate Division, Diversity, Inclusion, and Admissions
Jessica Taylor, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research
Tiara Wair, Graduate Division, Diversity, Inclusion, and Admissions
Daniel Wong, Graduate Division, Academic and Postdoctoral Services
Yuting Wu, Graduate Division, Graduate and Postdoctoral Success

OUTREACH PARTNERS 
AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES CENTER 
ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES CENTER 
CAREER CENTER
CHICANO STUDIES RESEARCH CENTER 
DASHEW CENTER
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS – Bruce Rothschild
DEVELOPMENT – Kayleigh MacPherson
DIVISION OF HUMANITIES – Reem Hannah-Harwell; Barbara Van Norstrand
DIVISION OF LIFE SCIENCES – Steven Schweitzer  
DIVISION OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES – Kathleen Micham 
DIVISION OF SOCIAL SCIENCES – Caleb Na
GRADUATE AND FAMILY HOUSING – Brittany Pannell
GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
GRADUATE STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER 
INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN CULTURES 
MEDIA RELATIONS & PUBLIC OUTREACH
RALPH J. BUNCHE CENTER FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
UCLA FOUNDATION 
UCLA HAPPENINGS
Plus countless student affairs officers, faculty, department chairs, and vice chairs

VENDORS
Audience Choice Participation – POLL EVERYWHERE
Audio Visual – UCLA MEYER AND RENEE LUSKIN CONFERENCE CENTER
Awards – IMPERIAL AWARDS – Gloria Saiz
Catering – UCLA MEYER AND RENEE LUSKIN CONFERENCE CENTER
Closed Captioning - JENSTON PRODUCTION SYSTEMS LLC 
Floral Arrangements – URBAN FLORIST – Bryan Brayton 
Gift Items/Swag – GORILLA MARKETING – Rosslyn Forrester 
Lighting – ROLIDES, INC. – Robert Campos
Photography – REED HUTCHINSON PHOTOGRAPHICS – Reed Hutchinson
Printing – MAIL, DOCUMENTS & DELIVERY SERVICES – Manny Castro
Rentals – BRIGHT EVENT RENTALS – Janet Vasquez
Venue – UCLA MEYER AND RENEE LUSKIN CONFERENCE CENTER
Video Editing – FWD:LABS – Aaron Proctor

I would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to our generous donors, hardworking staff and above 
all, brilliant and articulate students who made Grad Slam 2022 such a success!  Thank you so much to 

all who contributed.
Susan L. Ettner

DEAN OF GRADUATE EDUCATION , GRADUATE DIVISION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
As a land grant institution, UCLA acknowledges the Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the traditional land 
caretakers of Tovaangar (Los Angeles basin, South Channel Islands).


