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2019 GRAD SLAM COMPETITORS 

Parinaz Abiri, BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING 
Keeping Up The Rhythm – The Little Pacemaker That Could 

Ife Akinyela, EDUCATION 
Can Hip Hop Save My Education? 

Eunjoo An, NURSING 
Shouldn’t We All Be Practicing Mindfulness? 

Alina Arseniev-Koehler, SOCIOLOGY 
What Are We Teaching Our Algorithms? 

Comfort Azubuko-Udah, ENGLISH 
Charismatic Spaces of African Literature 

Claudia Bautista Perales, SOCIAL WELFARE 
Day Laborer Mental Health In LA County 

Katherine Bay, CHEMISTRY 
Breaking Bonds To Generate Liquid Fuels 

Erika Becker, SOCIAL SCIENCES 
The Neurotic Spouse 

Jon Bogard, ANDERSON SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 
What Do We Think About Inequality? It Depends How You Ask 

Kailie Briza, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES 
Combating Antibiotic Resistance 

Wadie Chalgham, ENGINEERING 
Smart Gas Pipeline Leak Detection System 

Hannah (Hsing-Fang) Chang, INTEGRATIVE BIOLOGY & PHYSIOLOGY 
Where is the Physical Trace of Memory? 

Tsang-Kai Chang, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
Autonomous Robots Inspired By Brains 

Te-Kang Chao, MECHANICAL & AEROSPACE ENGINEERING 
Help Spinal Cord Injured Individuals Walk Again! 

Katherine Cho, EDUCATION 
The Perception Of Progress 

Allison Daly, MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
Your Immune System, Your Best Friend Or Worst Enemy? 

Will Davis, ARCHITECTURE 
Palm Politics: Warfare, Folklore And Architecture 

Michelle Flores Espinosa, MATERIALS SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
Tiny Helpers: Nanowires Boosting Green Energies 

Joseph Friedman, MEDICINE 
Ending Medical Segregation In LA 

Andrea Gambino, EDUCATION 
Rethinking Critical Pedagogies: Learning Contexts Across The U.S. & China 

Aleksandr Gorin, IMMUNOLOGY 
Designing An HIV Vaccine 

Symone Gyles, EDUCATION 
Unnatural Disasters: The Reframing Of Science Education Through A Communi-
ty-Based Environmental Justice Approach 

Stanley Harris, EDUCATION 
District Leadership Best Practices With Innovative Technology Adoption 

Gerald Higginbotham, PSYCHOLOGY 
You Play A Sport, Right? Race Bias In Student Vs. Student-Athlete Categorization 

Kosuke Inoue, EPIDEMIOLOGY 
Opioid and Money 

Lisa Kawakami, CHEMISTRY 
Nanotechnology For Early Stage Cancer Detection 

Dohyun Kwon, MATHEMATICS 
Math Saves Our World 

Ryan Lannan, BIOCHEMISTRY 
What Makes Cells Diferent 

Alex Lee, MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
Turning Strengths into Weaknesses: Attacking Brain Cancer with the Immune 
System 

Lionel Levine, COMPUTER SCIENCE 
What Happens When Your Life Becomes Part Of A Computer Game? 

Xiaofei Lin, BIOCHEMISTRY 
Decrypting The Immune System Code 

Nyasha Maforo, BIOMEDICAL PHYSICS 
At The Heart Of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy 

Patricia McNeil, MATERIALS SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
Energy Saving Windows 

Bita Mesri, PSYCHOLOGY 
Quality Improvements of Mental Health Services 

Teruko MItsuhara, ANTHROPOLOGY 
“Feminism Failed Me” Understanding Women’s Conversion to Fundamentalist Religion 

Alfonso Molina, MEDICINE AND MPH / HEALTH POLICY & MANAGEMENT 
Increased Incidence of Nocardial Infections in an Era of Atovaquone Prophylaxis in 
Allogeneic Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant Recipients 

Samantha Morse, ENGLISH 
A Dreadful History 

Jennifer Ngo, BIOCHEMISTRY 
Rejuvenating the Human Battery 

Karime Parodi Ambel, SPANISH 
Bias Against Women Victims Of Sexual Assault In The Chilean Legal System 

Pavlo Pinchuk, ASTRONOMY 
Presentation title not disclosed at this time 

Asif Razee, PHYSIOLOGY 
Circuit-Based Understanding Of Learning And Memory In Larval Zebrafsh (Danio Rerio) 

Javier Rodriguez, SOCIAL WELFARE 
Prison to Schools Pipeline 

Christopher Rorke, ETHNOMUSICOLOGY – Musical Sincerity And Modern Life 

Matthew Scheible, ORAL BIOLOGY 
Thank You For Brushing: How Oral Microbes Can Impact Distant Organs 

Catherine Schweppe, NEUROSCIENCE 
Rewiring The Brain After Stroke 

Alexander Sercel, MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
Recharging the Batteries of Life 

Jessica Shropshire, PSYCHOLOGY 
More Than Just A Feminine Face: Observers Use Gendered Facial Cues to Disassoci-
ate Women with Male-Dominated Career Fields 

Eric Siegel, ANDERSON SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 
Mission Control: A Central Approach to Patient Transfers 

Kelly Strathmore, FILM & TELEVISION 
Positive Portrayals of Underrepresented Groups in Successful, yet Academically & 
Critically Overlooked Television Shows 

Victoria Sun, MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
Creating Cancer-Fighting  Cells In A Dish 

Allyson Terry, PHARMACOLOGY 
Securing The Health Of Organ Transplant Recipients 

Ayantu Tibeso, INFORMATION STUDIES 
To Discover Yourself Not Existing: Archival Erasure In Ethiopia 

Emily Towner, SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Curiosity And Learning: Curiosity Did Not Kill The Cat 

Deniz Turan, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
Bringing Terahertz Waves from Laboratory to the Public 

Ethan Van Buren, LAW 
Paying Big Brother: Legal Loopholes in Electronic Monitoring 

Muhammed Veli, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
A Point-Of-Care Platform To Monitor Human Microbiome 

Hongda Wang, ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
Virtual Histology Powered By AI 

David  Wiss, PUBLIC HEALTH 
Gut-Based Interventions to Improve Recovery Outcomes 

Dahai Yue, HEALTH POLICY & MANAGEMENT 
Education As A Solution For Rising Health Expenditure 

Ken Zhao, ATMOSPHERIC & OCEANIC SCIENCES 
Oceans Melting Greenland From Below 

Follow @uclagradschool 
#UCLAgradslam  #gradslam 
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UCLA Grad Slam would not be possible without the involvement and contributions of many. Thank you to everyone who made the 
2019 worskshops and competition another grand success! 

Robin L. Garrell 
VICE PROVOST FOR GRADUATE EDUCATION & DEAN, GRADUATE DIVISION 

CASH SPONSORS 
STUDENT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
STARTUP UCLA 
Anne-Marie & Alex Spataru, Cabinet Members, UCLA Chancellor’s Society 
Randi Greenberg, UCLA Women & Philanthropy & Jerome Greenberg, Clinical 
       Professor of Medicine, David Gefen School of Medicine 
Van Schultz, Director Emeriti, UCLA Foundation 

VENUE SPONSORS 
CALIFORNIA NANOSYSTEMS INSTITUTE – Sonia J. Luna; Kevin Quinonez; Jeremy Rondon; Marc Roseboro 
CHARLES E. YOUNG RESEARCH LIBRARY – Suzy Lee 
CAREER CENTER – Annie Maxfeld 
UCLA HEALTH HUMAN RESOURCES CORE – Reginald Randles 

HOSTS 
Robin L. Garrell, Vice Provost, Graduate Education; Dean, Graduate Division; Professor of Chemistry 
Samuel Bersola, Assistant Vice Provost, Graduate Division 
Susan Ettner, Associate Dean, Graduate Division; Prof. of Gen. Internal Medicine & Health Serv. Research 
Norma Mendoza-Denton, Associate Dean, Graduate Division; Professor of Anthropology 
Michael Skiles, President, UCLA Graduate Students Association; Graduate Chair, UC Council of 
Student Body Presidents; Ph.D. Candidate, Philosophy 
Joseph W. Watson, Associate Dean, Graduate Division; Professor of Psychiatry & Biobehavioral Science 

GRADUATE DIVISION GRAD SLAM TEAM 
Aliana Clark, Operations Specialist 
Peter Clowes, System Network Administrator, Information Technology & Institutional Research 
Sonya Gavin, Director, Operations & External Relations 
Latricia Rogers, Events & Engagement Specialist 
Jacqueline Suero, Operations Specialist 
Diana Taweel, Interim Events & Engagement Specialist 
Zunaira Ahmed, Student Assistant 
Eric Armendariz, Student Assistant 
Wesley Carrasco, Student Assistant 

WORKSHOP TRAINERS, COACHES AND FACILITATORS 
Zachary Ballard, doctoral student, Electrical Engineering (Audience Choice, 2018) 
Kelsey Duf, Training and Career Development Coordinator, Campus Human Resources 
Megan Eigenbrod, Training and Career Development Coordinator, Campus Human Resources 
Gary Li, doctoral student, Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering (1st Place, 2016) 
Priera Parescu, doctoral student, Chemistry (Finalist, 2015) 
Reginald Randles, Lead Senior Organizational Development Specialist, Health Human Resources CORE 
Jean Paul Santos, doctoral student, Electrical Engineering (1st Place, 2015) 

JUDGES 
Jaime Balboa, Assistant Vice Provost, Startup UCLA/Summer Sessions 
Tom Belin, Professor, Biostatistics and Psychiatry/Biobehavioral Sciences 
Clinton Bench, Director, Fleet & Transit, Transportation 
Catherine Bonesho, Assistant Professor, Near Eastern Languages and Culture 
Dana Cairns Watson, Continuing Lecturer, Writing Programs and Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Marie Clémot, Postdoctoral Scholar, Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology 
Christopher Combs, UCLA Parents Council 
Patrick Convery, Raytheon 
Melanie De La Cruz-Viesca, Assistant Director, Asian American Studies Center 
Marisela Diaz-Vasquez, Student Afairs Ofcer, Physiological Science 
Lynn Dines, Gold Shield Alumnae of UCLA 
Grace Dong, Manager of Curriculum and Instruction at Achieve 3000, Graduate School of Education 
and Information Studies 
Seth Dorfman, Visiting Researcher, Physics 
Linda Ercoli, Health Sciences Clinical Professor, David Gefen School of Medicine 
Deanna Evans, Executive Director, Startup UCLA 
Cindy Fan, Vice Provost, International Studies & Global Engagement 
Leon Ferder, Librarian Emeritus 
Monroe Gorden, Vice Chancellor, Student Afairs 
Kari Graham, Raytheon 
Jerome Greenberg, Clinical Professor of Medicine, David Gefen School of Medicine 
Randi Greenberg, Emeritus Staf and Women & Philanthropy 
Mahdi Hasani, Project Scientist, Bioengineering 
Elizabeth Hessami, UCLA Parents Council 
Kristine Jan Espinoza, Undergraduate and Graduate Advisor, Asian American Studies Department 
Dan Kaufman, Professor, Molecular & Medical Pharmacology 
Daniel Low, UCLA Parents Council 
Sonia Luna, Executive Director, California NanoSystems Institute 
Jefrey Maloy, Academic Administrator, Life Sciences Core Education 
Kathleen Micham, Assistant Dean, Physical Sciences 
Mary Miller, Gold Shield Alumnae of UCLA 
Portia Mira, Postdoctoral Scholar, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Nagendra Mishra, Assistant Researcher/Professor, Harbor UCLA Medical Center 
Bill Mitchell, Director Emeriti, UCLA Foundation 
Stewart Moses, Retired, Northrup Grumman 

Amy Mutchnick, Director of Academic Afairs, Economics 
Vivian Nagy, UCLA Women & Philanthropy 
Alexander Patananan, Postdoctoral Scholar, Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 
Greg Payne, Professor, Senior Associate Dean, Biological Chemistry/Biosciences 
Faye Peitzman, Adjunct Professor, Graduate School of Education and Information Sciences/EdTech 
Vahideh Rasekhi, Postdoctoral Fellow, Linguistics 
Annelie Rugg, Director/Humanities CIO, Humanities Technology/IT 
Saman Sargolzaei, Postdoctoral Scholar, David Gefen School of Medicine 
David Schaberg, Dean of Humanities, College of Letters and Science 
Van Schultz, Director Emeriti, UCLA Foundation 
Anne-Marie Spataru, Cabinet Member, UCLA Chancellor’s Society 
Charlie Steinmetz, Alumni, Anderson School of Management (’77) 
Laurie Summers, Assistant Provost, Ofce of the Chancellor 
Anela Tosevska, Postdoctoral Scholar, Molecular, Cell, and Developmental Biology 
Anne Tryba, UCLA Parents Council 
Harry Yang, Assistant Director, Ofce of Research Administration 

EVENT STAFF/VOLUNTEERS 
Taifa Alexander, Graduate Division, Diversity, Inclusion & Admissions 
Juliana Alvarez, Computer Sciences 
Sofa Bautista, Graduate Student Resource Center 
Samuel Bersola, Graduate Division, Ofce of the Vice Provost & Dean 
Albert Biscarra, Academic Planning & Budget 
Victor Cisneros, Graduate Division, Fellowships & Financial Services 
April de Stefano, Graduate Division, Academic Services 
Armando Flores, Graduate Division, Ofce of the Vice Provost & Dean/Academic Services 
Cherie Francis, Graduate Division, Fellowships & Financial Services 
Julia Gavin, high school volunteer 
Kelsey Heider, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research 
Lori Ishimaru, Graduate Division, Academic Services 
Reid Johnson, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research 
Ana Lebon, Graduate Division, Fellowships & Financial Services 
Aileen Liu, Graduate Division, Academic Services 
Paris McDonald, Graduate Division, Ofce of the Vice Provost/Dean 
Sigifredo Mora, Graduate Division, Diversity, Inclusion & Admissions 
Maianh Nguyen, Graduate Division, Budget & Personnel 
Jessica Taylor, Graduate Division, Information Technology & Institutional Research 
Tessa Villasenor, Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
Alma Zavala, Summer Sessions 

OUTREACH PARTNERS 
AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES CENTER 
ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES CENTER 
CAREER CENTER 
CHICANO STUDIES RESEARCH CENTER 
DASHEW CENTER 
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS – Bruce Rothschild 
DEVELOPMENT – Pia Arvisu, George Touma 
DIVISION OF HUMANITIES – Reem Hannah-Harwell; Barbara Van Norstrand; Dana Cairns Watson 
DIVISION OF LIFE SCIENCES – Prima Windokun 
DIVISION OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES – Kathleen Micham 
DIVISION OF SOCIAL SCIENCES – Caleb Na 
FACULTY WOMEN’S CLUB – Carol Betti 
GOLD SHIELD – Rosemary Plue 
GRADUATE AND FAMILY HOUSING – Addae Jahdai- Brown 
GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
GRADUATE STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER 
INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN CULTURES 
MEDIA RELATIONS & PUBLIC OUTREACH 
RALPH J. BUNCHE CENTER FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
SCI-COMMHUB – Amanda Freise 
STAFF ASSEMBLY 
UCLA FOUNDATION 
UCLA HAPPENINGS 
UCLA WRITING PROGRAMS – Janet Goodwin; Liz Galvin Lew 
WOMEN & PHILANTHROPY AT UCLA 
Plus countless student afairs ofcers, faculty, department chairs, and vice chairs 

VENDORS 
Audience Choice Participation – POLL EVERYWHERE 
Awards – IMPERIAL AWARDS – Gloria Saiz 
Catering – ASUCLA CATERING; UCLA CATERING – Claudia L. Rivera; WALLYS WINE 
Floral Arrangements – URBAN FLORIST – Bryan Brayton 
Gift Items/Swag – GORILLA MARKETING – Nancy Wallan 
Lighting – ROLIDES, INC. – Robert Campos 
Photography – Reed Hutchinson 
Printing – MAIL, DOCUMENTS & DELIVERY SERVICES 
Rentals – BRIGHT EVENT RENTALS – Janet Vasquez 
Videography – Aaron Proctor 




